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Honorable Melvin Price, Chairman
Committee on Armed Services
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mei:

I was pleased to note your thoughts in
the Congressional Record of 27 April regarding
Congressional access to sensitive security
data. C

€

I share your concern of the proliferation
of access to sensitive security matters and
look forward to working with the Congress in
developing legislation to protect our Nation's
secrets.

Yours,
78/ Stansfield Turner
STANSFIELD TURNER
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April 27,1978 7]

co\GRESSIQNALaACCESS TO SENSI-
.+ TIVE SECURITY DATA - o

- (\u' PRICE asked and was given per-
mission to extend his remarks at this
point in the Rzcorp and to include ex-
tra.r.cous matter.) .

»{r. PRICE. Mr. Speaker, I recently
made an informal check of the access of
committees of Congress to classified
security information. To obtain an indi-
cation of the degree of the proliferation

of sensitive security information in the
Cougress, I limited my review to the dis-
tribution of “Restricted Data” amongsé
the various committee. The concept of
“Restricted Data,” as defined in the
Atomic Energy Act, concerns very sensi-
tive defense and national security mate=.
rial related to nuclear energy and pro-
vides for which a unique system of con=
trol and dissemmatxon xs sta.tut.orﬂy
specified. .

I must adzmt that my ‘check into tl:us
matter revealed a disturbing trend. I
found that about 15 individual commit-
tees and subcommittees of the House and

2nd maintain indiyidual files of varying
amounts of such information. I also
found that about 300 staff members have
been authorized to have access to this
sensitive information. Since the 1960’s,
the number of staff people having access-
to such data. has increased by a facl:or of
10. " -

A fundamental principle of ma.mta.m-
ing the security of sensitive information
is to lirpit its distribution. In its simplest
terms, this means limit the access to the
minimum number of people consistent
with_getting the job done. I am con-
cerned that this principle is being vio-
lated with the growth in access to this
one type of specially sensitive security
information to 15 separate orgammtions
in the Congress alone, .

I fully appreciate the need for a cer-
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stricter compliance with the committee
system of organization wherein specific
responsibilities are assigned to individual
committees. Strictly limiting access to
the committee needing the information
to carry out its responsibility will, I am
sure, reduce the prohferation wmch 13
occurring.

Although X have not looked into the
3 handling of other areas of sensitive na-
§ tional securify information than Re-
4 stricted Data, very probably similar un-
4 favorable trends have developed in the
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Prove our treatment of these matters by.
Teducing the number of congressional or-

M7 information without relinquishing
anr congressional responsibilities or los-
ing any legislative control in these areas.
I do not think we can overemphasize
: sme‘ﬂ"lportance of doing everything pos-
. to safeguard sensitive security in-
ml;ffau!on Loss of certain information

d well result in the grave endanger-
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Senate have access to “Restricted Data” .

- ARE TEERE ‘NO CUBAN CAS_UAL

tain number of committees to have direct -

plea is fof the reduction of tms ace
the ntial minim
cess i ed considerably by .

ions wonder about t.he fate of the
issing relatives. ... - .=
The Russian support system provid,ed
thHe Cuban forces is another story. Pre~ .

ment of our national security Withoul:
consideration of the nature of the spe-
cific matter involveq, it is not possible to
estimate the seriousness of the conse-
quences which could ensue. Losses of cer-
tain sensitive security information in the
past has, in my view, resulted in the nul~
lification of literally billions. of dollars
in investmernt in our defense forces. Ob- -
viously there is probably no graver mat-
ter that we have to contend with than
the proper handling and safeguardmg of
such security information. :

The protection of sensitive security
information is also directly related to the
proliferation of nuclear weapons which
is now- such a great concern to many
Members of this body. The availability
of nuclear weapons technology,. and in
some cases only an incidental piece of
information concerning our weapons h
program, could make it possible for a . v T
striving dissident or other foreign na-
tional group to attain nuclear weapon
capability. The forces for such harmful
diffusion of sensitive information are
proportional to the number of sources of
such information. We should, accord-
ingly, reduce the number of organizations
and people to whom such information is
distributed. Although I have limited my
comments to the Congress, the same fac-
tors and related. dangers apply bo all
organizations. - .

The tightening up of how—the Congress
handles sensitive security information
is also important relative to the carrying
out of oversight responsibilities which
the Congress has. Simply put, the only
way we can be effective in exercising ef-
fective oversight responsibilities over the
safeguard functions performed by the
executive agencies is by exemplary per-
forma.nce e - :

mclude ex=
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‘necessary functxn.
will no longer haye

naval base at Key vest, If, however, the
study should resultjin the closure of the
Key West facility, its mission could well - .
be placed with the most importanb us.
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traneoué\matber) .
©® Mr. SIKES. Mr. Speaker,

casualties i

.......

right to determine Aheir own destiny.
Unquestionably, thete have been deaths

e Cuban mijlitary guards v
patrolied the fence line around
for years have been pulled back, out

8arizations handling such sensitive seclt~ in’

between Washington and Ravans
thelr- “national-interest sectlons.” - - -



